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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ALGIERS 2053 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, AG, SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARA: POLISARIO TO HOLD CONGRESS 

1 . SPANISH DIPLOMAT TELLS US THAT POLISARIO EXPECTED 

TO HOLD "NATIONAL CONGRESS," POSSIBLY BEGINNING AUGUST 23. 

WHEN SOUNDED OUT BY FOREIGN JOURNALIST, POLISARIO 
SPOKESMAN EQUIVOCAL BUT DID NOT DENY REPORT. 

JOURNALIST HAD HEARD THAT MEMBERS OF FOREIGN PRESS 
CORPS IN ALGIERS MIGHT BE FLOWN SOUTH TO ATTEND CONGRESS 
AND CONCOLUDED THAT GATHERING WOULD THEREFORE TAKE PLACE 
IN ALGERIA RATHER THAN IN SAHARA ITSELF. 

2. IF CONGRESS TAKES PLACE, ITS PRINCIPAL TASKS WILL BE 

TO CONFIRM MAHFOUD LAROUSSI AS POLISARIO SECY GEN AND POSSIBLY 
TO SET UP FORMAL PARTY APPARATUS AND TO RATIFY SDAR GOVERNMENT. 
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